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| ag s the Election of Diſlen- 


riß of the City bath 


Heats | and Animoſities among the 
Citizens of London, and the City is 


now on a tedious Journey towards a 


be eligible or not; I take the Liberty 
of addreſſing 


71 B on 


40 AY x 4 ters into the Office of She- © 
been the Cauſe of great 


Judicial Determination, whether they 


my Sentiment to you, 


F 
on \ b „ Topic of Conn; bi 
you have been particularly iniſtru- 


mental in bringing their Qualifica- _ 
tions into Debate, and have been ſe- 


verely reflected upon, as influenced 
by private Reſentment and Party 
Spleen, for inflicting Fines and 
Penalties on the Dead, and -__ 
thoſe whom the Law had pu 

Death only becauſe they were dead, 


a Cruelty becoming an Inquiſition, 


I have no Intention to inflame, 
and aim at nothing, but to convince 
the moſt prejudiced, and reſtore Peace 


in the City; and hope 10 itisfy the 


Publick, that you - nominating, 
and the Citizens in chooſing Difleh+ 
ters to that Office, hàve not  a&ed 
unbecoming yourſelves, and deſerve 


not to be charged with religious Re- 


ſentment, or enn we CARER. 


Conſciences. 


1 


4 
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It was no Secret in the City, that bo 
when you as Lord-Mayor nominated F 
the Diſſenters, agreeable to the Act 
of Common - Council, you were | 
thoroughly perſuaded, they were not 
by. any Lay diſqualified from ſerving 
the Office ; this Opinion you often 
and publickly declared; and as this 
was well known, and you as Chief _—_— 
Magiſtrate was to nominate, equal 1 
Juſtice ought to be the Rule of your 
Action. I would ask, whether wen 
; Churchmen and Diſſenters were equal; 
1y liable in your Thoughts, you could 
with common Decency or Juſtice lay 
all the Burthen on the Churchmen, 
and excuſe the Diſſentets ? Would 4 
nat the Reflection of Want af Ca- 

\ dour been ſtrongly urged [againſt 
von? and would it not have been 
preſumed by every body, that this 
Partiality aroſe fromoa mean Party 
mT 1 * View, 


42 4 


View, to ingratiate yourſelf with the 
Diſſenters? vou might perhaps have 
endeavoured to ſcreen yourſelf, by 


C4] 


pleading the Example and Notion of 


your Predeceſſors, who were doubt- 
ful on the Point; but that would 
rather have aggravated than excuſed 
your Fault, by Reaſon of your re- 


peated Declarations, and therefore I 


cannot ſee how you could anſwer a 
different Behaviour to — and 
the Publick, 


In this Diſpute, the 2 on 


the one hand is diſpleaſed that he 
muſt bear a burthenſome Office; and 
the Diſſenter pleads Non- conformity 
to the eſtabliſhed Religion for his Ex- 
cuſe, when at the fame time he daily 
fees, if the Office be changed 
Burthen to Profit, occaſional Confor- 
mity to many in all Parts of the 
ar ee is no T 1129 


from 


The 


[5] 

The Diſſenter on the other hand | 
pleads Conſcience to the Receipt of | 
the Sacrament, to qualify him for. the Y 
Office, and the Law (to wit, the Sta- 
tute of the 13 Gar. II; for regulating F 
Corporations) for his Excuſe ; and in- . | 
fiſts that an Election of a 3000 for 
Sheriff, not having received the Sacra- 
ment within a Year before ſuch Elec- 
tion, is totally void and the ſame as 
if he were naturally dead, and thinks 
himſelf hardly treated by being elect- 
ed into an Office he cannot take - 
In all Governments natural Juſtice 
generally (that is, without a particular 
Exemption) requires, that each Man 
in his Turn ſhould bear. his Burthen, 
and perform his Duty in that Society 
whereof he is a Member; for as 
Offices are eſtabliſhed for the Benefit 
of the = and each Perſon 
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[6] 
receives an Advantage, every one 
ought alike to ſerve. - 


„The Right of eleQing Sheriffs in 


the City is a great and valuable Fran- 
chiſe, a royal Power, and the Advan- 


tage to the City ſo Tn as needs | 


no Ex planation. a 


It is an honourable Office, and 


whoever hath enjoyed that Honour, 
can teſtify i it is e and 2 rat 


_ tire. 
As this Office i is abſolutely neat 


fary to be exerciſed for preſerving the 
City's Franchiſe, the peculiar Intereſt 
of the Citizens, the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice, and ſecuring the Publick 
Peace and Tranquility of the Capital; 

and as the Freemen of the City are 
equally entitled, and do enjoy many 


great and valuable Privileges; it is 


incumbent on them to ſupport this 


Franchiſe: And therefore it will be 
neceſ- 


N 


by 
* 
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veſſary. The Diſſenter then revft 
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fary to inquire how far by Law and 
in Conſcience the Diſſenters are excu- 
ſed from this Office, and whether 


| they labour under greater Inconvenis 


ences on Account of this Office, than 
they themſelves and others are fab. 
Red te to Ih Caſes of et" Tncaphs 
a 

—— be Aeg that if 
£ Act of the 13 Car.” II, had not 
been made, the Churchman and Diſ- 
ſenter had been equally. liable to be 
elected into the Office, becauſe 110 
Parliamentary Qualification was ne- 


reſt ki "Cas on this Point, whether 
4he Election of a Difſenter, not having 
teceived the Sacrametit within à Year 
before ſuch Election, be, ipſo Fat, 


void to all Intents and Purpols 
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This being the Excuſe contended 
for, it may perhaps be expected I 
ſhould argue the Point upon this Sta- 


tute; but as a legal Argument ſhould 


be | before legal Judges, and my 
Judges are not Lawyers, but Men of 
clear, ſtrong, and common Senſe, 


abſtracted from the Niceties of Law, 
I ſhall endeavour to convince them 


with plain Reaſon. 


In order to make the Matter ſho; 
I will for Argument ſake admit, that 
the Sheriffs are particularly. mentioned 


and ſpecified among other Corpora- 


tion Officers in that Act of King 
Charles; that, by the Conſtruction the 


City | have themſelves put upon this 


Act ever ſince the TE the wy all 


Sheriffs have conformed thereto, by 
taking the Oaths therein ſpecified; and 


that the Judgments in Maſminſter- 
Hall have been unanimouſly conform- 


able 


[91] | 
able thereto; and I will further admit, 
that the Diflenters were all dead 
within the AR: at the Time of their 
Election: And having now admitted 
as much as. a Advexſary can expert 
or deſue, I Will cake the Liberty of 
raiſing them from the Dead, and make 
them eligible inte che Office, by the 
ſame Bee which kult Nee 
them - 


Gen be car f his Tow n Ch. 6, 
entitled, An Act for guiat ing and 


eftabliſuing Goryurations. on aol) 
Act recites the Stat, 1 3 Carall, 
far: well gonerning and regulating 
atiats 3 and that no Perſon or 
Artes ſhalt be placed, elected or 
ghaſen in, dt to, any of the Offices 
A Places relating ita, or Spcerning 
he Goverament of ag City, Corpo- 
n 3 Dm” ort, Lack 
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[70] 

their Members, or other Port Towns, 
or any other Offices in the ſaid recited 
Act mentioned, that ſhall not have, 
within one Vear before ſuch Election 
or Choice, taken the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper according to the Rites 
of the Church of England; and in 
Default thereof, every ſuch Placing; 
Election, and Choice ſhould be void. 

It was then enacted, that all and 
every the now Member and Members 
of any Corporation within the King- 
dom, and all and every Perſon and 
Perſons now actually in Poſſeſſion 
of any Office, that were required 
by the ſaid above: recited Act to take 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, according to the Rites of | the 
Church of England, within one Vear 
next before his Election or Choice 
into fuch Office, ſhall be; and are 
Kereby confirmed in their ſeveral and 


_ 
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reſpective Offices and Places, notwith- 
ſtanding their Omiſſion to take the 


Sacrament of the Lord's Supper as 


aforeſaid, and ſhall be indemnified, 


freed and diſcharged of, and from 
all Incapacities, Diſabilities, Forfei- 


tures, and Penalties ariſing from ſuch 
Omiſſion; and that none of their 
Acts, nor the Acts not yet avoided of 
any: who have been Members of any 


ration, or in actual Poſſeſſion 


of fas Offices, ſhall , be queſtioned: 
or avoided, for, or by reaſon of 
ſuch Omiſſion; but that all ſuch 
Acts ſhall be, and are hereby. . 
clared and enacted to be as 

and effectual, as if all and every 
ſuch Perſon and Perſons. had taken 
che Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
in manner as aforeſaid. Nor ſhall 
any Perſon, or Ferſons who ſhall. be 


in, 
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placed, elected, or choſen, 
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[ 12] 
in, or to any of the Offices afore- 
faid, be removed by the Corporation, 
or otherwiſe proſecuted for, or by 
reaſon of ſuch Omiſſion; nor ſhalt 


any Tneapacity, Diſability, Forfeiture, 


ot Penalty be incurred by reaſon of 
the fame ; unleſs fuch Perſon be ſo 


nada” or ſuch Proſecution be com- 


menced within fix Months after ſueh 
Perſon's being placed or elected into 
his eſpn Office as afotefaid; © aid 
that itt Caſe of # Proſecution; the | 
fame be cartied Gf without Delay: 
The Words and Mes of "_ 
At are ſo: obvious, that they will 
ſcare bear à Comment; the firſt Part 
of the Clauſe relates to Petſons ther 


in Oorporation Offices, who Had not 


ualifted by receiving the Sacra. 

Nt before eheir Electien j and not 
6hly confitms tlie in their Offices; 
rs 'Exciiſes they bois al Ponies, ä 
0 . 


[ 23 
but alfo validates all their Acts. The 
latter Part of the Clauſe bath Refel 


renee to future Officers; and though 
they ſhould be elected and placed ini 
— not having reecived the 8a. 
crament withir a Year befote their 
Election, yet it makes that Elee- 
tion good, and they are to remain 
itt that Office, and cannot be remov- 
ed from thenee by the Corporation, 
umleſs within fix Months fubſequent 
to that Election; nor can they be 
fabjedt aſter fix Months to any Fe- 
nid whatſoever for their taking the 
ſaid. Office ; fo that the dacramental 
Qualification is by this Act diſpenſed 
with 94d the Election, and may be 
totally diſpenſed with by the Corpo- 
Tn quoau the Removal. 
- Having now raiſed- theſe Gentle- 
men from the Dead; and fhewn them 
__ of enjoying am honourable Poſt 


among 


[ 14 ] 

among their Fellow-Citizens ; 1 hope, 
I may venture to foretel, that when- 
ever they ſhall be elected into, and 
take upon them the Office of Sheriffs, 
they will not be remoyed by the Cor- 
poration for want of their Sacramen⸗ 
tal Qualification. 
The next Thing to fri 3 
is, how far * are excuſable in 
Conſcience, and whether they labour 
under greater Inconveniences on Ac- 
count of this Office, then they then - 1 
ſelves and others are ſubjected tor . 
Caſes of other In capacities. 

The Churchman and Diſſenter, in 
regard to this Office, are in the ſame 
Situation in every Reſpect, except to 
the Scruple of Conſcience. ö 

It is almoſt impoſſible to conceive 
how far, and in * a Man may, or 
not act according to his Conſcience. 


5 would not judge unchacitably, but 
* 
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[15]. 
Experience hath taught me, that a- 
mong the Generality of Mankind; 
Conſcience is more or leſs rigid ac 
cording to: its Object. It will oſten 
ſtretch for Profie, andiſhut extremely 
cloſe when _ — Sins 
its Intereſt. l 0 2 51121 
— 11 ee of! the Sdcra- 
ment in the Church be not deemed 4 
Sin in their Neligion; becauſe I know 
many worthy | honeſt Men of that 
Ferſuaſion have often complied —_ 
that Act of Devotion 
The becoming a Freeman ofithe 
City is a voluntary, not a compulſory 
Act; it is entered into for Advan- 
tage; and the Perſon admitted obliges 
bhimſelf to maintain the Franchiſes 
and Cuſtoms thereof, to contribute 
to all manner of / Charges within the 
City, — Part as a n 
{ = At 
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[16] 

At the Time of his Admittauce he 
knows of the Office, the Act of 
3 Council for _—_— it, 
and his Duty to accept it. He ac- 
quires a large Eſtate by che Privileges 
of a Freeman, but conſcientiouſſy 
refuſes to maintain this Franchiſe. 
- As a truly conſcientious Man he re- 
fuſes the Sacrament, as wanting Con- 
ſcience he refuſes his Duty. Is he 
not as much obliged in Point of 
Religion, to perform this Duty, 
as he is by the ſame Religion to 
_ abſtain from the Sacrament? What 

ſhould render the Scruple the less, 
3s, the daily Conſortnity of thoſe 
of the ſame Perſuaſion; but the ma- 
terial Difference is this, chat in one 
Oaſe the not qualiſying ſaves the 
Conſcience and Money, and the 
other performs the Duty at Trouble 
and Expence. If the Religion and 

2A PL _ 
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Duty be incompatible, no” Hazard 
need be run, for the Diſfenter hath 
the Happineſs of an Election, and 
the Payment of the Penalty on the 
Act of Common Council will diſ- 


charge his Duty and e H 11 


Conſcience. 

As no Perſon is obliged; to 9 
this Office unleſs he hath an Eſtate of 
1 6, 00. Value, the Commutation 
by Fine for it cannot in any Reſpect 
be equal to the Hardſhip that annu- 
ally happens in every Company and 
Ward in the City. Every little 


Tradeſman or Mechanick who ſets 
up with a bare Stock, and perhaps 
moſt of that borrowed; is forced ta 
fine for the Company's, Ward, and 
Pariſh- Offices, or perſonally ferve the 


ſame, at an Expence too great for 


his ſmall Fortune. What Difference 
is there between a conſcientious and 


D a na- 
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a natural or accidental Incapacity ? 
If a Perſon of any Religion in the 
City - be elefted into an Office, 
though never ſo infirm or incapa- 
ble of executing it, no Regard is 
had to that Diſability; if he be able he 
commutes by Fine for his Service; and 
this is daily done without Clamour of 
Hardſhip or Injuſtice, for it is Neigh- 
bours Fare: A Quaker's Conſcience 
will not permit him to fight, but 
thinks it proper to u A with 5 
his Duty in paying. 5 
Is there then a greater Hardſhip 2 
on the Diſſenters than others? The 
Diſability of the Infirm is apparent, 
certain, and univerſally known; but 
the Diſability ariſing from the Scrople ; 
of Conſcience (if the Party hath not 
been tried with the Offer of a Place) 


may be, and often is 1 a Pretence. 
lafirm 


| 7 19] 
Infirm Churchmen who have 4 a 
ready fined for this Office, have cer- 
14 as much reaſon to 2 of 
Hardſhip as the Diſſenter; and 
therefore the chooſing them into 
Offices can never be attributed to 
Religious or Party Reſentment. 
The Churchman and Diſſenter 
equally profiting by the Freedom, 
ought to ſhare the Burthen; and as 
they are both able to perform in 
Purſe the Duty of the Perſon, by 
opening their Purſe-· Strings, they 
may ſafely cloſe their Conſciences. 
it —_ hath been ſaid be ſuffi- 
cient to prove the legal Qualification 
of the Diſſenters for this Office, I 
doubt not, as their Oppoſition is 
founded on a miſtaken Notion, they 
will readily ſubmit to their own: By-- 
Laws, and put an End to the expen- 
five and troubleſome Law-Suits. 


I ſhall 


. | #74 :28 ] | 

I ſhall only add this further, that 
's your ſteady Maintenance of this 
„ Right, will not only redound to 
N your own Honour, and the Benefit 
= of the City, but will always afford 
17 you a pleaſing Reflection. 


I an 
SIR. 


Tour E ble Servant, 


c1v18, 
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